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IMA World Health and Lutheran World Relief joined forces this 
year, and the future looks brighter than ever – especially for 
ending the cycle of poverty, fostering healthier families and 
communities, and responding to more humanitarian crises.

We were close partners for nearly 60 years, so our union was 
as natural as it was strategic. Both organizations are leaders 
in their fields: IMA in public health in some of the world’s 
most challenging environments, and Lutheran World Relief in 
rural livelihoods and emergency response.

Both organizations are financially robust. IMA World Health’s 
annual revenue more than quadrupled over the last eight 
years, thanks to its deep technical expertise in public 
health and willingness to serve in exceptionally difficult 
environments. Lutheran World Relief continues to be 
generously supported by Lutheran donors and congregations 
throughout the U.S., putting their faith in action to help 
those in need, as well as by a diverse group of government, 
foundation and corporate funders. 

Most importantly, our complementary fields of work minister 
to the whole person, leading not only to exponentially more 
impact, but also results that will endure. In short, as one 
organization, we can reduce poverty at the same time as 
improving communities’ health.

Among immediate changes, I became 
our unified organization’s president 
and CEO, and Rick Santos, who led 
IMA’s astounding growth the past 
nine years, took on a new role as 
senior advisor during the transition. 
We combined our Leadership Teams 
and Boards of Directors. Dr. William 
Craft, who chaired the Lutheran World Relief Board, became 
the lead of the combined agency’s Board.

Together, IMA World Health and Lutheran World Relief are 
pursuing new opportunities, implementing stronger programs 
and supporting deeper and more lasting results for the health 
and well-being of the individuals and communities we serve. 
Building on existing investments this year, we dug deeper 
into the more persistent and underlying challenges that were 
previously beyond our reach. We filled more gaps in service 
and provided preventive, rather than reactive, support for 
disease control and prevention. We lifted up local partners 
and strengthened local systems. We are excited to move 
forward together, uniting our expertise and our resources, to 
achieve greater impact.

With thanks and in partnership,

AMBASSADOR  
DANIEL SPECKHARD    
President and CEO

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C E O

IMA WORLD HEALTH AND LUTHERAN  
WORLD RELIEF: STRONGER TOGETHER
New opportunities. Stronger programs. Greater impact.  
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WHERE WE WORK
ACTIVE IN 39 COUNTRIES  |  OFFICES IN 20 COUNTRIES

IMA WORLD HEALTH and LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

are international non-governmental organizations with 60 

and 75 years of experience respectively in the humanitarian, 

international development, and public health sectors. After 

working closely with each other for over six decades, we 

officially joined forces in 2019 to expand our reach and 

services to those in need in the word’s most challenging 

places. Together, we take a systemic approach to grow rural 

economies, eliminate extreme poverty, ensure access to 

quality healthcare, and respond to urgent humanitarian 
needs and public health crises in fragile settings. We 
specialize in building local capacity to promote resilience and 
self-reliance and in collaborating and innovating with local 
partners and across disciplines to achieve transformative and 
scalable results. 

This annual report is a collection of both IMA World Health’s 
and Lutheran World Relief’s data that provides a snapshot of 
our combined work worldwide in 2019.  

1  Data contained in this report are from LWR’s and IMA’s fiscal year 2019, which runs October 2018 through September 2019, and refer to LWR’s and IMA’s 
work in the countries where we support projects or Material Resource distributions.

*Countries with LWR Office        ^Countries with IMA Office      †ACT Appeal response in addition to program work      ††ACT Appeal only             Material Resource distribution in addition to program work

Angola
Armenia
Bosnia Hercegovina
Georgia
Mauritania
Mozambique

Rwanda
Romania
Sierra Leone
Zambia
United States

MATERIAL RESOURCE DISTRIBUTIONAFRICA
Burkina Faso*
Ethiopia†† 
Kenya*^
Mali*
Niger*
Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo^
South Sudan^
Tanzania*^
Uganda*
Zimbabwe 

ASIA & 
MIDDLE EAST

India 
Indonesia†*^
Iraq*
Lebanon*
Nepal*
Philippines*
Syria
yemen

LATIN AMERICA 
Chile
Colombia*
Dominica
El Salvador*
Ecuador
Guatemala
Haiti*^
Honduras*
Nicaragua*
Peru*
Uruguay
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INDIRECT Project Participants  

 1,188,067 
DIRECT Project Participants 

  39,937,702 

41,125,769 Individuals served directly and indirectly

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS  
RECEIVING MATERIAL

RESOURCES WORLDWIDE 

 570,324 

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS
IN THE UNITED STATES 

  2,238

1,687   

 107,777 

280,057 

 1,267,229 

253,824 

 37,986,925 652,499

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS  
ASSISTED THROUGH ACT EMERGENCY  

APPEALS WORLDWIDE

 3,209 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE SERVED IN FY2019

Projects Active in Fiscal Year (FY) 2019

149 total projects

Active Projects in Africa Active Projects in asia Active Projects in latin america Material Resources  
Distributions

Emergency Appeals with  
LWR and IMA Contributions

Active Projects in  
other regions

43 35 40 26 2 3
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Africa 15 Africa 15Africa 3

TOTAL 46 TOTAL 40TOTAL 17

Asia & Middle East 12 Asia & Middle East 11Asia & Middle East 8

Latin America 19 Latin America

US & Worldwide

12

2

Latin America 6

Projects Engaged  
in Agriculture

Emergency ResponseProjects Responding to 
in Climate Change

Projects According to Strategic Objective

Africa 1

TOTAL 3

Asia & Middle East 0

Latin America 2

Total Impact  
Investing Activities

Africa 22

TOTAL 35

Asia & Middle East 2

Latin America 11

Projects Engaged  
in Health

Partners Implementing  
Projects in FY2019

Spending by sector
Program Expenses by Category

restricted / unrestricted revenue

Material Resource  
Distribution partners

306 30

397 total partners

40 18
3

partners  
in Africa

partners  
in asia

partners in  
latin america

partners in US

Climate
$1,472,865

Livelihood
$323,361

Fundraising
$3,626,019

M&E
$16,841,939

Agriculture
$7,413,424

Emergency
$13,998,959

 $131,585,694 – Total 

Health
 $ 68,552,533

Impact Investing
$1,406,756

Cost Pool
$17,959,838

Private 
Contributions

Non US
Gov’t Awards

Non US
Gov’t Awards

Investments and
Other Income

Private 
Contributions

Material
Resources

Investments and
Other Income

US
Gov’t Awards

Unrestricted Restricted

$534,986

$38,838,748

$20,684,542
$13,073,217

$45,807,168

$843,490

Material
Resources

$50,437

$2,243,096 $2,299,681
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board of directors 

DR. WILLIAM J. CRAFT (CHAIR)

DR. GREGG SYLVESTER (VICE CHAIR)

THE REV. TIMOTHY RUNTSCH (SECRETARY)

HILDA (BAMBI) ARELLANO

DR. LOUISE EVENSON

JEAN HANSON

KENNETH JONES, II

REV. DR. DAVID LOSE

DR. KATHI TUNHEIM

MARTINE POLYCARPE

ABAGAIL NELSON

TAMRON KEITH

JEFF JORDAN

SONYA FUNNA EVELYN

PHILLIP ATKINS-PATTENSON

PO Box 17061
Baltimore, MD
21297-1061

1730 M Street, NW  
Suite 1100  

Washington, DC 20036


